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GPO AND UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA MAKE
HISTORICAL PANAMA CANAL PUBLICATIONS
AVAILABLE ON GOVINFO

WASHINGTON — The U.S. Government Publishing Office and the George A. Smathers Libraries at the
University of Florida (UF) make the digital versions of the Panama Canal Commission publications, and its
predecessor agencies, available on GPO’s govinfo.

Link: https://www.govinfo.gov/browse/panama-canal

The collection contains a variety of publications that provide a glimpse into the workings of the Canal and life
in the Canal Zone.

. The Canal Record, published weekly between 1907 and 1941 for the employees of the Isthmian Canal
Commission contains a wealth of detail on life in the Canal Zone. For instance, the Canal Record issued August
19, 1914, contains a description of the first official trip through the Canal, lists of products available at the
commissary with prices, rainfall totals for the week, as well information on Canal navigation.

. Annual Report of the Department of Sanitation of the Isthmian Canal Commission was published
between 1908 and 1910, the report contains vital statistics such as death rates, hospitals in the zone, and the
mosquito brigades.

. Panama Canal Review was a monthly publication issued in the Canal Zone beginning in 1950. Similar
to a newspaper for the Canal Zone, each issue covered events such as the delivery of electric stoves, news from
the commissaries, statistics, and building updates.

The United States Government controlled and operated the Panama Canal and the surrounding Canal Zone from
1904 through 1999. The Panama Canal Commission was the final Federal agency to manage, operate, and
maintain the Canal. The Commission was created by the Panama Canal Treaty of 1977, and superseded the
Canal Zone Government and the Panama Canal Company. The Commission operated the Canal until the
expiration of the Panama Canal Treaty on December 31, 1999, when the Republic of Panama assumed full
responsibility for the Canal.

GPO is the Federal Government's official, digital, secure resource for producing, procuring, cataloging,
indexing, authenticating, disseminating, and preserving the official information products of the U.S.
Government. The GPO is responsible for the production and distribution of information products and services
for all three branches of the Federal Government, including U.S. passports for the Department of State as well
as the official publications of Congress, the White House, and other Federal agencies in digital and print
formats. GPO provides for permanent public access to Federal Government information at no charge through
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www.govinfo.gov, partnerships with approximately 1,150 libraries nationwide participating in the Federal
Depository Library Program, and our secure online bookstore. For more information, please visit www.gpo.gov
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